
 
 
 
 

WATCH PCRC’s Zoom Forum on SAFE 
Specialized Assistance for Everyone 

 

The First of its Kind Crisis Intervention Program in Sonoma County 
 
 

On January 26, 2022, Petaluma Community Relations Council hosted a Zoom forum on SAFE - the first of its kind crisis intervention 
program launched in Sonoma County. That Zoom forum is now available for the public to view. 
 
SAFE, "Specialized Assistance for Everyone," is a program that came about following a campaign launched in 2020 by Petaluma 
youth trying to raise awareness about a growing need for crisis response and intervention among the city’s most vulnerable.  
 
Calling themselves Petaluma Youth 4 CAHOOTS, these young adults asked city leaders to take action and consider implementing a 
crisis assistance program developed in Eugene, Oregon, called CAHOOTS.  
 
CAHOOTS (Crisis Assistance Helping Out on The Streets) is regarded as the forerunner to the field of emergency crisis intervention 
and prevention.  
 
One year later the city of Petaluma partnered with Petaluma People Services Center (PPSC) to create Specialized Assistance for 
Everyone (SAFE), a program (modeled after CAHOOTS), that is designed to reach our most vulnerable community members 
experiencing mental health crisis, substance abuse issues, and homelessness.  
 
SAFE was launched on July 5, 2021.  
 
Now, civilian first responders are the first to arrive on scene following calls for service, which have traditionally, (and often 
unnecessarily) been the purview of law enforcement, emergency medical services and health care providers.  
 
In this Zoom video KEEP PETALUMA SAFE learn how Petaluma has since become the leader of crisis intervention in Sonoma 
County, and why other cities are now joining this first of its kind program established in the North Bay.  
 
PCRC is a nonpartisan alliance of representatives from faith-based and volunteer organizations, city government, and Petaluma 
residents, who since 2016, engage in continued dialogue, advocating for a shared message of unity. 
 
PCRC’s mission is to serve as a coalition of individuals and groups, promoting the values of respect, appreciation and understanding 
of diversity among all people in our community. By fostering positive human relations, we identify and confront discrimination, 
respond to the needs of our community, and serve as a source of information and advocacy. 
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https://youtu.be/Lco-gTA5N4k

