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https://www.facebook.com/PetalumaCRC/ 

 

PETALUMA COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL PUBLIC FORUM  

EXTRAORDINARY WOMEN ARE ORDINARY 

Co-Sponsored by the Sonoma County Commission on the Status of Women 

Honoring National Women’s History Month -- “Nevertheless, She Persisted” 

March 6, 2018, 740 Western Avenue, Petaluma, 94952 

 

FORUM CALLED TO ORDER: 

6:32 PM by Chair, Rabbi Ted Feldman 

 

WELCOME  

➢ Rabbi Ted Feldman welcomed attendees, and briefly explained the purpose of the event – to highlight the role of women and 

their historical influence. He then introduced members of the PCRC Coordinating Committee present: Faith Ross, Elece 

Hempel, Phyllis Tajii, Naomi Crawford, John Kennedy and Erica Stuart. Naomi Crawford then read the organization’s 

Mission Statement. 

❖ MISSION STATEMENT “The mission of the Petaluma Community Relations Council is to serve as a coalition of 

individuals and groups, promoting the values of respect, appreciation and understanding of diversity among all people 

in our community. By fostering positive human relations, we identify and confront discrimination, respond to the needs 

of our community, and serve as a source of information and advocacy.” 

 

➢ Rabbi Feldman introduced Jan Blalock, Chair of Sonoma County Commission on the Status of Women (SCCSW), which 

was established in 1976. 

 

Jan provided a brief history of the organization, and its role in Sonoma County. Holding their meetings throughout Sonoma County, 

she explained that SCCSW’s purpose is to “promote equal rights and opportunities that enhance the quality of life for all women and 

girls, and to address issues of discrimination and prejudice that negatively affect women in Sonoma County.” 

 

She informed participants that two distinguished guests, slated to speak, Former Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey and Molly 

MacGregor, Co-founder of National Women’s History Month, were both former members of SCCSW. 

 

The Sonoma County Board of Supervisor appoints members of the SCCSW. Commissioners work on a voluntary basis. Their role is 

to keep Sonoma County’s governing body aware of the issues that impact women and girls in the county, by taking “affirmative action 

to eliminate the practice of discrimination and prejudice because of gender in the areas of housing, education, community services, 

and related fields.” Ad Hoc committees include, Affordable Child Care, Empowering Women, Intimate Partner Violence, and Mental 

Health and Suicide. For more information about SCCSW, Jan directed the audience to the organization’s web site, 

http://sonomacounty.ca.gov/Commission-on-the-Status-of-Women/ 

 

PRESENTATION: 

➢ Rabbi Feldman introduced the forum’s moderator, Claudia de la Peña, he said,  

“Living in Southern California, raising three children as a single parent, wasn’t easy. Nevertheless, she persisted. 

“Maintaining family unity, juggling a job, finances, and all the while keeping her children on the right path, had its challenges. 

Nevertheless, she persisted. 

“Through her life, she suffered numerous set-backs – including getting laid off from her job. Nevertheless, she persisted. 

“She now lives, works, and volunteers in Petaluma. 

“If you don’t see her behind the counter at Petaluma’s Seed Bank, chances are she’s toiling in a large-scale garden, teaching mentally 

challenged adults how to farm. And if you don’t find there, she’s more than likely working on any number of causes in Petaluma. 

http://www.petalumacrc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PetalumaCRC/
http://sonomacounty.ca.gov/Commission-on-the-Status-of-Women/
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“A proud grandmother of six, and devoted social justice advocate, this remarkable woman sees roadblocks, not as a deterrent, but an 

opportunity to test her strength and determination to jump higher.” 

➢ Claudia de la Peña, thanked Rabbi Feldman, saying, “If you don’t mind, I don’t use formal titles with friends, so instead, I 

wish to thank you, Rabbi Ted.” That added touch of humor set the tone for the 90-minute forum. She introduced the first 

speaker, Lynn Woolsey, by first highlighting her achievements:  

 

“The first former welfare Mom to serve Congress, Lynn C. Woolsey represented Marin and Sonoma Counties for 20 years, beginning 

in 1993 to 2013. 

“In Congress, she served on the Education and Labor Committee, Workforce Protection Subcommittee, the Science Committee 

(Energy and Environment Subcommittee) and the Foreign Affairs Committee (Africa and International Health Subcommittee). 

“She was also a member of the Congressional Progressive Caucus, which she co-chaired from 2006 to 2010. 

“As an outspoken critic of the War in Iraq, Woolsey introduced an amendment to the Defense Authorization Act in 2005,  calling on 

then President Bush to submit a plan for the withdrawal of U.S. military forces from Iraq. 

“Four years later in 2009, she was arrested outside the Sudan Embassy in Washington, DC, protesting against genocide in Darfur.  

“In 2012, THAT’S MY CONGRESS ranked Congresswoman Woolsey ‘the most liberal member’ of Congress.” (Which drew wide 

applause.) 

“To this day, Woolsey continues to work with: Americans for Democratic Action (ADA) – Serving as National President from 2011-

2016; the National Committee to Preserve Social Security & Medicare-Advisory Committee; Issue One (Reformers); founding 

member of Literacy works – Literacy Center; and served on the Board of Directors the Donald M. Payne, Sr. International Foundation, 

and Center Point.  

“Please welcome an ordinary woman, who blazed an extraordinary path for so many others she has yet to meet.” 

1. Lynn C. Woolsey, began by saying, “I may be an ordinary woman, but I was NOT an ordinary Congressperson,” bringing 

both laughter and applause. 

As a “Proud graduate of Congress,” she said she was happy that Jared Huffman is now in Office, adding, “I don’t think I could sit on 

my anger.” 

Often asked to speak before students, she said she is routinely asked, “How did you know you wanted to serve in Congress?” She said 

she provides the same two-word answer every time, “I didn’t.” She said persistence comes from getting involved in something, 

anything, you believe in. “Being a team player,” she said, “followed me my whole life.” Her activism started during the Vietnam War. 

And after the Vietnam War, the Women’s Movement, when, in 1977 she helped organize a Woman’s March, which taught her about 

outreach. She described the Women’s Movement as “Women Energy – it is so powerful and so helpful. We work together and can do 

so much!”  

She takes immense pride in her involvement with YWCA, a women’s shelter, providing protection and support for women and 

children escaping intimate violence.   

Lynn was also involved in environmental projects, which included, blocking the development of a huge complex slated for 

construction on the Freitas Ranch. She said it was a one-issue referendum that received more votes than any other. So much hard work 

and energy went into stopping this project, but, she said, “Our victory celebration was crushed when we learned that the block would 

only last one year.” So, she got the idea that she should get on the Planning Commission. When she realized that wasn’t going to 

happen, she ran for City Council. She won, and she served from 1984 to 1992. She said Congress could learn from Petaluma’s City 

Council. "You could disagree without disliking somebody.” 

In looking back on her 26-year political career, Lynn urged members of the audience to get involved, by knowing what interests them. 

She said that the burden of making a difference will rest on the next generation. “May the young carry the baton,” she said. “They are 

our future and we will need them very much.” 

➢ Claudia then introduced Dmitra Smith, Vice Chair for the Sonoma County Commission on Human Rights, who also serves as 

Program Manager for the Junior Commission on Human Rights.   

http://www.congress.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d109:HZ00214:
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Claudia told the audience, “For the past five years, Dmitra has mentored 70 Sonoma County high school students in Community 

service projects that address some of Sonoma County’s pressing human rights issues. Projects include, Homelessness, Human 

trafficking, Poverty and Food Insecurity, LGBTQ Human Rights, Immigrants' and Women's Rights, Racial Justice & Equality.”   

“Dmitra also serves as the liaison to Save Your VI, a Sonoma County Racial Justice project that educates students of color and parents 

on Title VI civil rights protections in public schools. Additionally, the project trains participants in defeating racial harassment and 

discrimination.” 

Calling her an “extraordinary woman, with one ordinary commitment -- the inalienable right to equality and justice for all,” Claudia 

invited Dmitra Smith to the podium.   

2. Dmitra Smith gave an impassioned speech starting with deference to the Coast Miwok, the original settlers of Marin County 

and Southern Sonoma County, whose people practiced respect for and made contributions to this area dating back thousands 

of years. 

 

She then said the phrase, “Nevertheless, she persisted” is attributed to Senator Elizabeth Warren, whom she called, “an inspiration for 

so many women in her steadfast refusal to depart from a rightful critique of widespread financial and political corruption, as well as 

her vehement protest of the confirmation of the current Attorney General.” 

 

Dmitra went on to say, that in Warren’s rebuke of Sessions’ confirmation, (in February, 2017), she attempted to quote examples of his 

disturbing patterns of racism and white supremacy, documented in a letter Coretta Scott King sent to Senate Judiciary Committee in 

March 1986, voicing opposition to his then confirmation hearings for Federal District Court Judge of Alabama.  

 

It should be noted that King’s letter was never entered into the Congressional Record; and 31 years later, Senator 

Warren was forced to stop reading King’s letter after Republican Senators voted to silence her. 

 

Speaking from the Senate floor, Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) said, “The senator has impugned the 

motives and conduct of our colleague from Alabama. I call the senator to order under the provisions of Rule 19.” 

 

When justifying his invocation of the rule, McConnell said, "Sen. Warren was giving a lengthy speech. She had 

appeared to violate the rule. She was warned. She was given an explanation. "Nevertheless, she persisted." 

http://thehill.com/blogs/floor-action/senate/318422-senate-votes-to-silence-warren-after-sessions-speech 

 

Senate Rule XIX Section 1 of the rule establishes that in order to address the Senate, Senators must stand and be recognized by 

the Presiding Officer. After recognition, a Senator may not be interrupted by another Senator during debate, although another 
Senator may stand and address the Presiding Officer in order to speak. Senators also may not speak more than twice on one issue 
in a legislative day and must keep their debate relevant to the topic at hand. All of these items may be waived by vote of the full 
Senate. 

Sections 2 and 3 state that a Senator shall not impute to another Senator "by any form of words" any conduct or motive that is 
unworthy or unbecoming of a Senator and shall not speak offensively toward a U.S. state. 

Sections 4 and 5 outline what happens if a Senator is found in violation of this rule, including how a Senator can appeal a ruling 
against them.  

Sections 6 and 7 empower the Presiding Officer to maintain order in the chamber's galleries and disallows Senators from bringing to 
attention anything or anyone in the galleries. Section 7 cannot be suspended, even by unanimous consent of the Senate.  

Section 8 grants former Presidents the right to address the Senate after proper notice has been given to the Presiding Officer. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standing_Rules_of_the_United_States_Senate,_Rule_XIX 

 

Dmitra noted that long before Senator Elizabeth Warren became the poster-child for resistance, she voted along Republican lines for 

five years (1991 to 1996). Warren, an independent thinker, believed the party was principled in its conservative approach to 

economics. During an ABC interview with George Stephanopoulos, Warren was quoted as saying, “They moved to a party that said, 

'No, it's not about a level-playing field, it's now about a field that has gotten tilted, and they really stood up for the big financial 

institutions when the big financial institutions are just hammering middle-class American families. You know, I just feel like that's a 

party that moved way, way away." 

Jeff Spross, Think Progress https://thinkprogress.org/why-elizabeth-warren-left-the-gop-e78680711424/   Interview with George 

Stephanopoulos, ABC 

 

http://thehill.com/people/mitch-mcconnell
http://thehill.com/blogs/floor-action/senate/318422-senate-votes-to-silence-warren-after-sessions-speech
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presiding_Officer_of_the_United_States_Senate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._state
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Senate_chamber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unanimous_consent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standing_Rules_of_the_United_States_Senate,_Rule_XIX
https://thinkprogress.org/why-elizabeth-warren-left-the-gop-e78680711424/
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Dmitra said, “There has never been a level playing field,” for “Black, Brown, Indigenous groups.” She added, “Inclusivity of the 

reality of the lives of Black, Brown and Indigenous communities is essential to effective advocacy for justice and fundamental social 

change.  But although this exclusion is most callously displayed by Republicans in our current political arena, it has not been limited 

to that party.” 

 

To illustrate her point, Dmitra cited Elizabeth Hinton’s book, War on Poverty to the War on Crime, saying, “the systematic expansion 

of the architecture of criminalization by the executive, legislative and judicial branches of government were fed by pre-disposed 

assumptions about the cultural inferiority and “pathology” of African-Americans.” 

*** Imani Perry, NY Times Book Review, https://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/29/books/review/from-the-war-on-poverty-to-the-war-

on-crime-by-elizabeth-hinton.html  

 

Dmitra further noted that The United States maintains the highest rate of incarceration in the world with the persistent criminalization 

of black people. It is the history from the founding of this country that Dmitra used as a backdrop to underscore how racism persists.  

 

“Returning to the original history of the founding of this country, its wealth, power and particular system of capitalism are wholly a 

development of the institution of slavery itself. From Wall Street, to the earliest insurance and trading companies, to the actual 

construction of the country’s institutions, the Southern Railway Network, and so forth, there is no possibility of the United States’ 

expansion and emergence as a major economic power, separate from the institution of slavery, and the displacement of indigenous 

people from their lands.” 

Wall Street  
As recently as October 2017, Marc Faber, was criticized for racist comments that appeared in his investment newsletter, “Gloom, 

Doom and Boom Report.” According to an excerpt of the newsletter, obtained by Business Insider, his odious rants included, "Thank 

God white people populated America, and not the blacks, otherwise, the U.S. would look like Zimbabwe, which it might look like one 

day anyway, but at least America enjoyed 200 years in the economic and political sun under a white majority. I am not a racist, but 

the reality – no matter how politically incorrect – needs to be spelled out as well.” In defense of protecting Confederate Statues, he 

wrote, “honorable people whose only crime was to defend what all societies had done for more than 5,000 years: keep a part of the 

population enslaved." 

http://www.businessinsider.com/marc-faber-investment-letter-white-people-blacks-confederate-statues-2017-10 

         Southern Railway Station 

“The pioneering South Carolina Canal and Rail Road Company, Southern's earliest predecessor line and one of the first railroads in 

the United States, was chartered in December 1827 and ran the nation's first regularly scheduled steam-powered passenger train – 

the wood-burning Best Friend of Charleston – over a six-mile section out of Charleston, South Carolina, on December 25, 1830. 

(The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad ran regular passenger service earlier that year.) By 1833, its 136-mile line to Hamburg, South 

Carolina, was the longest in the world. The company leased enslaved African Americans from plantation owners when free white 

people refused to work in the swamps. The company eventually purchased 89 people to work as slaves.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Railway_(U.S.)#Official_Predecessors 

 

Dmitra told the audience, “African Americans experienced 250 years of slavery, and 100 years of legalized discrimination under 

Black Codes and the Jim Crow system.”  

 

She said, that while the America’s landscape changed with the mass exodus of African Americans from the South, legal inequity 

continued nationwide … “With housing discrimination such as red lining, rejection of mortgage and business loans based on race, job 

discrimination with lower pay and unequal access, mass incarceration, the war on drugs and crime, racial profiling, stop and frisk, the 

school to prison pipeline, police killings of unarmed children and adults, infiltration of law enforcement by white supremacists, and 

voter disenfranchisement, all of which continue today.  As the saying goes in today’s fast paced age of social media, only the cameras 

are new.”    

 

This, she said, leads her to be persistent in her advocacy for “intersectionality, equity representation and social justice.” 

She said that she does not speak for all Black Americans, “As we are individual human beings and not monolithic,” she noted that this 

“is a historical backdrop from which I live my daily life as a Black woman and a human rights advocate.” She continued by stating, 

“From this understanding, persistence defines my existence, and it is my resistance.  On a daily basis, I am aware of the fact that I 

breathe air because my ancestors persevered.” She cited a number of people from whom she draws perseverance, which included 

Shirley Chisholm, Nina Simone, the Black Feminist Combahee River Collective, James Baldwin, and Angela Davis.  “I draw 

resistance from the rich abundance of Black voices and contributions from every historical period, from every intellectual, creative 

file:///C:/Users/Smith/Desktop/,%20https:/www.nytimes.com/2016/05/29/books/review/from-the-war-on-poverty-to-the-war-on-crime-by-elizabeth-hinton.html
file:///C:/Users/Smith/Desktop/,%20https:/www.nytimes.com/2016/05/29/books/review/from-the-war-on-poverty-to-the-war-on-crime-by-elizabeth-hinton.html
http://www.businessinsider.com/marc-faber-investment-letter-white-people-blacks-confederate-statues-2017-10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Carolina_Canal_and_Rail_Road_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_railroads_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_railroads_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steam-powered
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Best_Friend_of_Charleston
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charleston,_South_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baltimore_and_Ohio_Railroad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamburg,_South_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamburg,_South_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Railway_(U.S.)#Official_Predecessors
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and political pursuit, which merit a lifetime of exploration.” She added that she draws perseverance from “unbought and unbossed 

voices” from a number of activists, including, Sojourner Truth, to whom she refers as, “the first intersectional feminist.”  

Born Isabella Baumfree, c. 1797 to November 26, 1883, Sojourner was an African-American abolitionist and women's rights activist, 

and best known for her speech on racial inequalities, ("Ain't I a Woman?"), delivered during the Ohio Women's Rights Convention in 

1851. http://www.fembio.org/english/biography.php/woman/biography/sojourner-truth/ 

 

Dmitra noted that the campaign, Black Lives Matter, has become a movement that has made a “Tangible shift” in our dialogue. “We 

are beginning to see a tangible shift in film and television representation,” she said. “It is essential that we tell our own stories from 

our own perspective and lens in a society in which media continues to drive public opinion.” She said a noticeable shift can be seen in 

in political representation, “514 Black women are running for Office in 2018!” *** 

*** For more information, https://blackwomeninpolitics.com/ 

She referenced Title 6 and Title 9, meant to protect human rights, but yet discrimination continues. 

Title 6, a 1964 federal law that prohibits employers from discriminating against employees on the basis of sex, race, color, national 
origin, and religion. 

Title 9, signed into law in 1972, which states,” No person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity receiving 
Federal financial assistance.” Title 9 was renamed the Patsy Mink Equal Opportunity in Education Act, after her death in 2002. 
Patsy Mink, principal author and co-sponsor of the bill, was the first Asian American woman to serve on the United States Congress, 
where she battled gender discrimination and racism. 

http://history.house.gov/People/detail/18329 

 

Dmitra warned that the current erosion of the Civil Rights Division within the Department of Justice can’t go ignored and that it must 

be protected at both local and state levels. “We continue to fight the occupying and violently repressive elements of law enforcement 

which terrorize communities of color, and which, in my opinion, constitute a national emergency.  We continue to fight the attacks on 

gender equality, reproductive rights, immigrants’ rights, LGBTQ rights, and the rights of indigenous people, disability rights and the 

environment.  These must all be defended and protected at the state and local levels, throughout and beyond the current presidential 

administration.”  

 

Dmitra asked the audience, how many of them had laser surgery performed on their eyes? After a handful of attendees rose their 

hands, Dmitra, told them, “A Black woman invented that.”  

“Patricia Era Bath, a noted  ophthalmologist, inventor, and academic, was the first woman to serve on the staff of the Jules Stein 

Eye Institute, head a post-graduate training program in ophthalmology, and elected to the honorary staff of the UCLA Medical 

Center (an honor bestowed on her after her retirement). Before Dr. Bath, no black person had served as a resident in 

Ophthalmology at New York University and no black woman had ever served on staff as a surgeon at the UCLA Medical Center. 

She is the first African-American woman doctor to receive a patent for a medical purpose. The holder of four patents, Dr. Bath also 

founded the American Institute for the Prevention of Blindness in Washington, D.C” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patricia_Bath 

 

It was clear that not everyone in the audience knew this, and the lack of knowledge with regard to women’s contributions, much less 

Black women’s roles in the American advancements, supported Dmitra’s argument that through continued lack of awareness, (which 

furthers unjustified stereotyping) society either knowingly, or unwittingly, allows discrimination to prevail.   

She said, “There is still a troubling lack of representation in school curricula, teaching, and administrative staff.  U.S. and California 

Black history, although well documented, are far from receiving the attention they require.  Black inventors, whose technological 

advances we benefit from today, are not taught in schools and remain largely unknown.”   

Through the course of its research, she said the Sonoma County Commission of Human Rights found disturbing patterns of 

discrimination, but, she added, students are beginning to take a stand and fight back.   

She acknowledged young people, like Emma Gonzalez, who is speaking out after 17 people were killed at her High School in Florida. 

Dmitra referred to her as a “youth activist,” one of many young adults who are standing up and making themselves heard. “For the 

first time in the history of the dialogue on gun control,” she said. “We have a youth movement taking center stage and beginning to 

publicly state the importance of looking at the issue of gun violence from an intersectional perspective. We have teenagers 

acknowledging the lack of media attention and national support given to their peers in communities of color who have long organized 

for justice around this issue.” 

http://www.fembio.org/english/biography.php/woman/biography/sojourner-truth/
https://blackwomeninpolitics.com/
http://history.house.gov/People/detail/18329
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ophthalmologist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inventor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jules_Stein_Eye_Institute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jules_Stein_Eye_Institute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ophthalmology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ronald_Reagan_UCLA_Medical_Center
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ronald_Reagan_UCLA_Medical_Center
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African-American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patent
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=American_Institute_for_the_Prevention_of_Blindness&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington,_D.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patricia_Bath
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“Our youth,” she continued, “are not yet beholden to political affiliations, corporate positioning or restrictions of the status quo.  They 

have a sense of aspirational idealism and rebellion that has been a core component of all movements of change in the United States, 

from Labor to Civil Rights, Marriage Equality, Black Lives, DREAMers and Women’s movements.  It is my goal to tap into that 

energy and validate their inner voice, which seeks to make change around the issues they are passionate about.  Which brings me to 

the Sonoma County Junior Commission on Human Rights.” 

 

Dmitra devoted the remainder of her presentation to young adults in Sonoma County, who make up the Junior Commission, which is 

comprised of students from totally different environments and backgrounds. She said the Junior Commission has lost undocumented 

Dreamers who participated in the project, due to the current unrest in our country. 

 

Dmitra described three essential parts of the Junior Commission project, which are intended to “engage high school youth in education 

and activism around human rights issues within Sonoma County, as well as provide an opportunity to foster leadership skills by 

educating their peers, develop a voice for advocacy, and bring awareness to human rights issues affecting members of our 

community.” She said, students are encouraged to be active participants in their community and engage with elected officials and 

human rights organizations.  “Students have also submitted essays to the Board of Supervisors on The Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights, The Impact of the Andy Lopez Killing on the Youth Community, and Sonoma County in the Year 2020: Human 

Rights Issues, Challenges and Solutions.” 

 

To outline what the Junior Commission does, Dmitra broke the project down into three categories: 

❖ AWARENESS -- educate yourself on the issues, understand your challenges and the potential for success.   

 

❖ ADVOCACY -- align your service goals to engage, inspire and meet the needs of those affected by the 

issues and the greater community. 

 

❖ ACTION -- create projects that make an impact and have the potential for growth and development. 

 

She noted that the Junior Commission oversees 12 Ad Hoc Committees, including, Achievement Gap, Disability Rights, 

Homelessness, Human Rights in Education, Human Trafficking, Immigrants’ Rights, LGBTQ Rights, Mental Health & Illness, 

Poverty & Food Insecurity, Racial Equality & Justice, Youth Rights, and Women’s Rights. 

 

During her power point presentation Dmitra highlighted some of the Junior Commission’s findings. 

 

 

 

 
 



7 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



8 
 

After displaying a list of famous quotes from people of various backgrounds, (like Desmund Tutu, South African Civil Rights 

Activist; Malala Yousafzai, Pakistani Activist and American Comedian, Robin Williams) – all of whom shared profound moments of 

struggle, and yet persisted, Dmitra ended her talk by reading out loud the fourth passage she called her favorite, 

 

“A political struggle that does not have a woman at the heart of it, above it, below it, and within it is no struggle at all.”  

~ Arundhati Roy, Indian Author 

 

➢ In recognizing Women’s History Month, Claudia told the audience, “Who better to speak tonight than Molly MacGregor, Co-

Founder and Executive Director of the National Women's History Project (NWHP) -- one of five founding members of this 

notable organization.”  

Claudia said, the grass roots organization began by leading a coalition that successfully lobbied Congress to designate March as 

National Women’s History Month, which is recognized across our nation.  Today, she noted the National Women's History Project is 

known nationally, as the only clearinghouse that provides information and training in multicultural women’s history for educators, 

community organizations, parents and for anyone wishing to expand their understanding of women’s contributions to U.S. history.  

Claudia added that the organization is dedicated to “Writing Women Back into History.” And with that, she told the audience, “It is 

my honor and Pleasure to welcome our third distinguished guest tonight … Molly MacGregor, who continues to blaze an important 

path, paved with the extraordinary works of ordinary women.”    

3. Just like the first two panelists, Molly MacGregor shared a wealth of information, and she did so with a keen wit and raw 

sense of humor. She began her presentation starting from her early childhood. “I am the youngest of 9 children and lived in an 

all-white neighborhood.”  

She said her goal in life was to be just like her Mother – stay at home, run the household, and raise 9 children. She said her Mother 

didn’t drive, but that all changed the day her Father made a career move that transferred him out of state. “My Mother bought a car, 

learned to drive, got a license, and drove us to be with Dad.” She laughed and then said, “If I ever write a book, I plan to write about 

my Mom.”  

Molly said the day she graduated from High School, she did stay home. Still convinced that she should be just like her Mom, she told 

the audience, “My friends went to college, and I went to the BofA.” 

Her first wake-up call that something wasn’t right happened the day a male colleague asked her, “How do live on $400 a month?” 

Only earning $280, she said she was shocked to learn that she was making far less and doing the same job as her male co-worker. She 

figured there had to be some kind of mistake, so she approached her Bank Manager asking him why she wasn’t earning $400 a month. 

She was advised that the male employee was in a “training program.” Molly didn’t back down. Instead she announced that she wanted 

to be in that training program too. It was the push-back from the Manager that stopped her in her tracks. “Molly, do you think people 

want to walk into a bank and see a woman in a position of authority?” 

Molly recalled that she knew all about positions of authority. ‘I was educated in a Catholic School and taught by Nuns!’  

Through the remainder of her presentation Molly relied on humor to underscore profound disparities that impacted her life.  

That one experience, she noted, made her change course. She enrolled in a Community College where she studied to become a 

teacher. “History changed my life!” She said she grew up in white bubble, completely naïve and unaware.  

During her second year of history studies, changes began on a number of levels. Shirley Chisholm, ran for Office, becoming the first 

African American women elected to the United States Congress.  

Some of Shirley Chisholm’s memorable quotes include:  
 
The emotional, sexual, and psychological stereotyping of females begins when the doctor says, "It's a 
girl." 
 
You don't make progress by standing on the sidelines, whimpering and complaining. You make progress 
by implementing ideas. 
 
In the end, anti-black, anti-female, and all forms of discrimination are equivalent to the same thing -- anti-
humanism. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shirley_Chisholm 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shirley_Chisholm
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Molly recalled that Title 9 was signed into law. 

And then came along a feminist publication called Ms. Magazine.  

Ms. is an American liberal feminist magazine co-founded by second-wave feminists and sociopolitical activists Gloria 
Steinem and Dorothy Pitman Hughes. Founding editors were Letty Cottin Pogrebin, Mary Thom, Patricia Carbine, Joanne Edgar, 
Nina Finkelstein, and Mary Peacock. Ms. first appeared in 1971 as an insert in New York magazine. The first stand-alone issue 
appeared in January 1972 with funding from New York editor Clay Felker. From July 1972 to 1987, it appeared on a monthly basis. 
It now publishes quarterly. 
 
During its heyday in the 1970s, it enjoyed great popularity but was not always able to reconcile its ideological concerns with 
commercial considerations. Since 2001, the magazine has been published by the Feminist Majority Foundation, based in Los 
Angeles and Arlington, Virginia. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ms._(magazine) 

 

At that time, Molly said she was married, teaching High School, and, “I wore slacks to school.” She said one of her students asked her, 

“What is the Women’s Movement?” At the time, she admits, she didn’t have a clear answer. But she responded by saying, “What a 

good question!” And like every gifted teacher, she thought it was a perfect time for the students to engage and share thoughts and 

ideas as to what it meant, what its message was, and why it existed. With a smile, Molly told the audience, “The question always 

determines a good answer.” 

She said through the course of teaching and her own studies, she learned that women had long been fighting for Women’s Rights. She 

referenced First Women’s Rights Movement to take place in 1848, in Seneca Falls, New York. 

At the Wesleyan Chapel in Seneca Falls, N.Y., a woman’s rights convention–the first ever held in the United States–convenes with 
almost 200 women in attendance. The convention was organized by two abolitionists, Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
who met at the 1840 World Anti-Slavery Convention in London. As women, they were barred from the convention floor, and the 
common indignation that this aroused in both of them was the impetus for their founding of the women’s rights movement in the 
United States. 
 
In 1848, at Stanton’s home near Seneca Falls, the two women, working with Martha Wright, Mary Ann McClintock, and Jane Hunt, 
sent out a call for a women’s conference to be held at Seneca Falls. The announcement, published in the Seneca County 
Courier on July 14, read, “A Convention to discuss the social, civil, and religious condition and rights of women will be held in the 
Wesleyan Chapel, at Seneca Falls, N.Y., on Wednesday and Thursday, the 19th and 20th of July current; commencing at 10 
o’clock A.M. During the first day the meeting will be exclusively for women, who are earnestly invited to attend.  

https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/seneca-falls-convention-begins 

 

Molly said she was unaware of the hardships previous generations faced. “I never understood my Mother’s life. I never lived it!” And 

in a sarcastic tone she asked, “Blacks were impacted differently?!” 

 

She said she read anything and everything she could get her hands on. To further her awareness, she enrolled in the History Program 

at Sonoma State, focusing on Women’s Studies. Then she got her hands on a book, “RED WHITE & BLACK.” 

 
Red, White & Black is a provocative critique of socially engaged films and related critical discourse. Offering an unflinching account 
of race and representation, Frank B. Wilderson III asks whether such films accurately represent the structure of U.S. racial 
antagonisms. That structure, he argues, is based on three essential subject positions: that of the White (the “settler,” “master,” and 
“human”), the Red (the “savage” and “half-human”), and the Black (the “slave” and “non-human”). Wilderson contends that for 
Blacks, slavery is ontological, an inseparable element of their being. From the beginning of the European slave trade until now, 
Blacks have had symbolic value as fungible flesh, as the non-human (or anti-human) against which Whites have defined themselves 
as human. Just as slavery is the existential basis of the Black subject position, genocide is essential to the ontology of the Indian. 
Both positions are foundational to the existence of (White) humanity. Wilderson provides detailed readings of two films by Black 
directors, Antwone Fisher (Denzel Washington) and Bush Mama (Haile Gerima); one by an Indian director, Skins (Chris Eyre); and 
one by a White director, Monster’s Ball (Marc Foster). These films present Red and Black people beleaguered by problems such as 
homelessness and the repercussions of incarceration. They portray social turmoil in terms of conflict, as problems that can be 
solved (at least theoretically, if not in the given narratives). Wilderson maintains that at the narrative level, they fail to recognize that 
the turmoil is based not in conflict, but in fundamentally irreconcilable racial antagonisms. Yet, as he explains, those antagonisms 
are unintentionally disclosed in the films’ non-narrative strategies, in decisions regarding matters such as lighting, camera angles, 
and sound.  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7720416-red-white-black 

 

“Sexism, racism,” she proclaimed, “it’s still going on!” 

 

Molly said that she started reading a number of Women’s biographies and marveled at their tenacity and determination. She took a 

moment to recognize a woman in the audience, Phyllis Tajii, calling her “My best friend.”  

 

Phyllis Tajii, a social justice advocate and PCRC Coordinating Committee Member, participated in Petaluma’s IT Won’t Happen Here 

movement in 2017. She drew attention to herself while speaking during a City Hall meeting, where she urged City Leaders to 

guarantee the civil rights of all who reside in Petaluma; and to not be swayed by the current anti-immigration climate. She noted that 

America had done this before with the passing of Executive Order 9066, which resulted in the eviction of roughly 120,000 men, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modern_liberalism_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feminism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second-wave_feminism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_sociology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Activism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gloria_Steinem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gloria_Steinem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorothy_Pitman_Hughes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Letty_Cottin_Pogrebin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Thom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Magazine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clay_Felker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feminist_Majority_Foundation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arlington,_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ms._(magazine)
https://www.history.com/topics/womens-history/lucretia-mott
https://www.history.com/topics/womens-history/elizabeth-cady-stanton
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/seneca-falls-convention-begins
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7720416-red-white-black
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women and children of Japanese descent, who were forced into American Concentrations Camps. She is quoted in a Petaluma online 

media outlet, The Raucous Rooster:  

 
“My grandfather – my mother’s father – was taken away early by the FBI and my Mom and her family were sent to a different camp. 
When my grandfather was able to join them, his shame and loss must have been too much for him, and he tried to commit suicide. 
He slit his wrists and throat. My grandfather survived, but my grandmother said he was never the same. Later in camp the 
government started drafting young men. My Mom’s brothers, who were both born and raised in California, became draft resisters 
and were almost deported for their actions. I tell my story – now this is just my Mom’s side – because I’m afraid that this is 
happening again to other innocent families, especially to immigrants, to those who look different, especially to those who look like 
the enemy, especially now. Please, as a nation, have we not learned anything from history? Even during the war, Sonoma County 
residents stepped up. They stood up and they took care of their Japanese-American neighbors by protecting their property. A group 
of teenagers in Sebastopol even stood vigil over the local Buddhist temple.” 

http://theraucousrooster.com/2017/02/12/petaluma-residents-insist-wont-happen-demand-city-officials-follow-lead/ 

 
The It Won’t Happen Here declaration was formally adopted by the Petaluma City Council that same year.  

Molly told the audience, “The more we know, the more we grow.” 

With great enthusiasm, as one might expect from a teacher excited to educate students about the rich history of the extraordinary 

contributions of ordinary women, Molly presented a slide show highlighting the role and goals and achievements of women, as well as 

the evolution of the National Women’s History Month. Some of those pictures are included in this report.   

*** On February 28, 1980, President Jimmy Carter issued the first Presidential Proclamation declaring March 2 - 8 as 

“National Women’s History Week.” http://www.nwhp.org/womens-history-month/womens-history-month-history/ 

 
 

 

 

                         
                                                                                                                                         
 
 

                    
          
                                 
 
 

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Molly Murphy MacGregor, Paula Hammett, Mary 

Ruthsdotter, Maria Cuevas, Bette Morgan in front of our 

Coddingtown Office 

CSW Commissioner Sue Smith, CSW Chair Lynn 

Woolsey, CSW Director Nancy Belden 
We received a special award from the Department of 

Education, recognized for our outstanding training 

sessions of A Woman’s Place is … in the Curriculum 

National Women’s 

History Project:  

From a Grassroots 

Organization into a  

National Institution  

Over 30 years of “Writing 

Women Back into 

History” 

https://womenshistory

month.gov/ 

 

http://theraucousrooster.com/2017/02/12/petaluma-residents-insist-wont-happen-demand-city-officials-follow-lead/
http://www.nwhp.org/womens-history-month/womens-history-month-history/
https://womenshistorymonth.gov/
https://womenshistorymonth.gov/
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“We are here to move history forward” 
First National Poster Design by 
Kathleen Smith 

 

 

This was our first 

marketing piece.   Ms. 

Magazine had short blurb 

about the resources we 

had created and  

          we sent this piece of 

paper to anyone who 

asked.  We do not describe 

the poster, the tee shirts or 

the guides. 

 

The NWHP conducts women’s history workshops throughout the 

country.  We have worked in every state except New Hampshire, 

North Dakota and Mississippi, but we are certain that we’ll 

eventually make it to those states.   

To recognize our work, the female flight crew 

members of Discovery STS-95 sent a picture of them 

holding one of the original Woman Suffrage flags 

used in the 1913 Parade.   

The National Women’s History Network served as both 

Google and Facebook.   

We became the clearing house for all information related 

to multicultural women’s history. 
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When Federal Woman 

Program Managers 

complained that we didn’t 

have materials for Women’s 

Equality Day, we responded 

by becoming the major 

promoter of Women’s 

Equality Day. The National Women’s History Project co-sponsored the 

75th Anniversary of Woman Suffrage Parade 

 in Washington, DC. 

Bob Cooney called and asked if he could come talk with us about what we 

were planning for the 75th Anniversary of women in the United States 

winning the vote.  The result was the production of educational and 

celebration materials used by thousands of teachers, librarians, work 

place managers and women’s organizations throughout the country.   

 
Board Members Kim Salter and Diana Madoshi 

celebrate the 100th Anniversary of California women 

winning the vote. 

First of Six 

Grants 

Received 

from the 

Federal 

Governme

nt that 

Totaled 

over 

$500,000 
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Working with hundreds of organizations, we created a special Living the Legacy campaign, and 

many staff members attended the 150th Anniversary celebration at Archive of Women’s Movement 

in Seneca Falls, NY 
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For information about NWHP 2018 Honorees 

Log onto: http://www.nwhp.org/2018-theme-honorees/ 

 

 

➢ With just a few short minutes left, Claudia thanked the panel of distinguished speakers and handed the microphone to 

Rabbi Feldman, who thanked the audience for attending this important and inspiring event. 

 

Forum adjourned at 8:05 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

From Left to Right: Dmitra Smith, Lynn Woolsey, Claudia de la Peña, Molly MacGregor 

 

 “Nevertheless, she persisted.” 

                                     ~ Senator Mitch McConnell  

 

http://www.nwhp.org/2018-theme-honorees/

